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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Dr. Robert Claus, United Nations Deputy Chief of

Communications, Archives and Records Service,

recommended in 1968 that an experienced
professional Archivist be appointed, that suitable
legislation for the preservation of records be passed
and provision be made for a suitable central records
repository, and that a small staff be recruited and
trained to assist the Archivist. These
recommendations have by and large been

implemented. Mr. Edward A. Carson, Archivist and

Librarian of H. M. Customs and Excise, London,

served as Archivist for the year October, 1970 to
September, 1971 and was replaced by Mrs. D. Gail
Saunders who had trained in Archives Administration
and Records Office Management at University
College, London in 1968 to 1969 and who worked
with Mr. Carson for the year 1970-1. A Trainee
Archivist Assistant, Miss M. E. Colebrooke, was
transferred to the Archives Section in March, 1971
and awarded a United Nations fellowship in
November, 1971 for six months at the Jamaica

Archives.

The second United Nations fellowship was awarded
to Miss Sherriley Voiley who trained for three months
respectively at the Jamaica Archives and the

Department of Archives, Barbados.

LEGISLATION

The Public Records Act came into effect in
December, 1971 establishing the office to be called
the Public Records Office, for which the Chief Justice
is generally responsible. The Act was revised in
1987 changing the term Public Records Office to
The Bahamas Archives. For administrative
purposes, the office is the responsibility of the

Minister of Education.

The Archivist under the direction of the Chief Justice
is responsible for the day to day running of The
Bahamas Archives, the custody, preservation,
arrangement, repair and rehabilitation and for such
duplication and reproduction of records at The
Bahamas Archives, and for the preparation and
publication of inventories, indexes, catalogues and
other finding aids and guides facilitating the use of

such records.

Public Records are not to be made available for
public inspection until they have been in existence
for thirty years or such other period, either longer
or shorter as the Chief Justice specifies. The Public
Records Regulations were gazetted in December,
1972. They made provision for the destruction and
disposal of public records and also the fees to be
charged for searches, xerox and other copies, made

at The Bahamas Archives.

The Archives Section was given Departmental Status

under the Ministry of Education and Culture in 1981.



PERSONNEL AND TRAINING

Dr. D. Gail Saunders, DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES
Ms. M. Elaine Toote, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES
Ms. Patrice Williams, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES
Mrs. Sherriley Voiley-Strachan, ARCHIVIST
Mr. Jolton Johnson, ARCHIVIST
Mr. David Wood, ARCHIVIST
Mrs. Lulamae Grey, ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST
Ms. Sherrine Thompson, ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST
Mrs. Moira Lecky-Dean, SUPERINTENDENT REPAIR BINDERY
Mrs. Princess Taylor, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Mrs. Fredericka Edgecombe-Dorsett, CHIEF ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT
Mrs. Hazel Storr, CHIEF REPAIRER BINDER
Ms. Joycelyn Rolle, ASSISTANT REGISTRY SUPERVISOR
Mrs. Portia Ingraham, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Miss Karen Dorsett, TRAINEE ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST
Miss Cindy Simon, TRAINEE ASSISTANT ARCHIVIST
Mrs. Prudence Miller-Morris, CHIEF CLERK
Mrs. Ivy Curry, CHIEF CLERK
Mrs. Edith Gibson-Sturrup, ARCHIVES ASSISTANT
Mrs. Queenie Butler, ARCHIVES ASSISTANT
Mrs. Linda Clarke, OFFICE ASSISTANT
Mrs. Christine Duncombe, JANITRESS
Mrs. Roseleen Moncur, JANITRESS
Mrs. Patricia Meadows-McPhee, JANITRESS
Ms. |da Farrington, JANITRESS
Mrs. Tiffany Cooper, ASSISTANT SECURITY
Mrs. Lynette Ferguson-Smith, MESSENGER
Mr. Paul Butler, MESSENGER
Miss Patrice Dorsett, TRAINEE BINDER 3
Mrs. Rosalie Moss, MESSENGER



NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Miss Karen Dorsett and Miss Cindy Simon joined
the staff of the Department of Archives on 2 January,
2001 as Trainee Assistant Archivists. They are

assigned to the Research Section.

TRAINING
The following staff members attended courses held
at the Public Service Centre for Human Resource

Development:

Between January and May 2001 Miss Karen Dorsett
and Miss Cindy Simon, Trainee Assistant Archivists,
received on the job training. This included both

theory and practical.

Ms. Elaine Toote and Miss Patrice Williams
participated in a Project Proposal Writing Workshop
between 6-7 March, 2001.

Mrs. Sherriley Strachan, Mr. Jolton Johnson, Miss
Joycelyn Rolle and Mrs. Hazel Storr participated in
the 21st Century Leadership Seminar between 25-
28 June, 2001.

Mrs. Tiffany Cooper and Mrs. Roseleen Moncur
completed an Introduction to Computers course.

The course was held at Her Majesty's Prison.

Mrs. Portia Rolle-Ingraham completed a Certificate
Course in Human Resource Management | at the
College of The Bahamas between 10 May to 26
July, 2001.

Mrs. Queenie Butler successfully completed Part 2
of a Certificate Course in Records Management at

the University of The West Indies, Mona, Jamaica.

Miss Patrice Dorsett is presently on Unpaid Study
Leave. She is pursuing an Associate Degree in
Elementary Education at Miami-Dade Community

College.

Miss Sherrine Thompson was granted a Full In-
service Training Award to enable her to pursue
studies leading to a Master's Degree in Records
and Archives Management (International) at The
University College London. London, England for the

period September 2001 to September 2002.

On 4 May, 2001 Mrs. Hyacinth Pratt, Deputy
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
conducted a seminar at the Department of Archives.
She spoke on General Orders and Human

Resources.

Mr. Dwight R. Burrows, Assistant Manager Personal
Banking, Scotia Bank, Palmdale gave a presentation

on banking to the Archives staff on 23 May, 2001.

STAFF MOVEMENT
Ms. Renee Sweeting was seconded to the
Antiquities, Monuments and Museums Corporation

on 31 January, 2001.

BIRTHS AND DEATH
Miss Cindy Simon gave birth to a baby boy on 9
April, 2001.

Mrs. Moira Dean died on 11 January, 2001.

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY

On 14 September, 2001 the staff of the Department
of Archives celebrated Staff Appreciation Day.



DEPOSIT OF RECORDS, LISTS AND RESEARCHERS

There are approximately two thousand (2,000) linear feet of archival records stored at the Department
of Archives, Mackey Street. In addition, about five hundred and forty-three (543) linear feet of records
are stored at the new Records Centre, making a total of approximately two thousand, five hundred and
forty-three (2,543) linear feet of records.

During the year 2001 the Department of Archives received small deposits of records from:
St. Andrews Presbyterian Kirk Church, Embassy of the Bahamas, Washington,
The Miami Consulate, Nassau Public Library

Ms. Gwyneth Williams (The Colbert Williams papers).

Reports were received from:

Central Bank of The Bahamas Cabinet Office (Government Publications)

House of Assembly Embassy of The Bahamas Washington D.C,
Department of Public Service Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (Planning Unit)
Department of Statistics Ministry of Transport and Aviation (Port Department)

Ministry of Finance Learning Resources Section

Records and Publications were also received from the following individuals:

Mr. Paul L. Adderley

Dr. Rosanne M. Adderley
Rev. Dr. Hervis L. Bain Jr.
Ms. Virginia Balance

Dr. Mary Jane Berman
Mrs. Nicolette Bethel Burrows
Mr. James Carey

Sir Gerald Cash

Ms. Muriel Charlton

Mrs. Donna L.M. Chipman
Mrs. Ivy Curry

Mr. Robert John Dixon Jr.

Dr. Paul Farnsworth

Dr. Perry Gnivecki

Ms. Marilyn Irr

Ms. Susan Jewers

Mr. Jolton Johnson

Mr. Nick Klonaris

Mr. Bob Kucera

Mr. Michael R.P. Lamb
Mr. Ronald Lightbourne
Mr. Milford "Shagay" Lockhart
Miss June Maura

Sir Clement Maynard
Mrs. Prudence Morris

Mrs. Winifred Murphy

Ms. Cynthia H. Ferguson Fowler Mrs. Janet Roberts

Dr. D. Gail Saunders

Mr. Winston Saunders
Dr. James Shearer, J.P.
Mr. Wesley D. Taukchiray
Miss Sherrine Thompson
Ms. Elaine Toote

Mr. Maxwell S.A. Turner
Ms. Elyse Wasile

Mr. Bruce White

Mr. T. Ricardo Whylly

Dr. Laurie Wilkie

Mr. Carlton Williams

Ms. Gwyneth Williams
Dr. John Winter




Records and Publications were also received from the following institutions:

Bahamas Historical Society Bahamas Information Services College of The Bahamas
Friends of the Archives Island School Ministry of Tourism
RESEARCHERS INQUIRIES FOR 2001

Overseas (by letter,

fax and e-mail) - a5

From 1 January to 31 December, 2001 Local by letter,
) tax and e-mai) | [l 30
approximately two thousand three

. Researchers visiting the
hundred (2,300) researchers visited the Public Records Office _ 2300

_ , 3 for Historical facts
Public Records Office using

approximately three thousand seven {local)

hundred (3,700) documents. There were Telephone R ts

) . EeP |ci‘:teemeac{:l::alln -400
five thousand and fifteen (5,015)

inquiries. church Requests | [l 20

There were approximately two hundred
and forty (240) other visitors including
Lord Millet (House of Lords, London)
and Lady Millet, Lord Johan Steyne
(House of Lords, London) and Lady

Court Records Requests I 10

500
1000 -
1500
2000
2500 4

Steyn, Alvin Smith, Parliamentary
Secretary, Melvin Seymour, Bruce
Walker, Elise Delancy (Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports), Victoria

Lemieux (UWI), Florence Braff, Ann
O'donozline, Ms. B. Moss, Mrs. M.
Divine, Sir Clement and Lady Maynard,

Senator Billy Davis (Atlanta, Georgia),
guests attending opening of the Records
Centre, teachers and students from
Lyford Cay, Lowe Sound Primary (North
Andros) and the MNorth Andros High
schools, Adolescent Centre and De
Paul University (Minnesota).




RECORDS MANAGEMENT

The new extension for the Records Centre was
officially opened on 21 May, 2001 by His Excellency
Sir Orville Turnquest.

The shelving and boxes for the Records Cenfre were
delivered to the Department of Archives on Thursday,
7 June, 2001. After a representative from the
Customs Department inspected the containers on
site, they were off loaded and the installation of the
shelving began on the same day. A team of eight
(8) Bahamian men was supervised by Mr. Bob Kucera
of Blackstocks Equipments Sales, Georgia, U.S.A.
The installation was completed on 13 June, 2001.

The records housed at the Learning Resources

Section were transferred to the Records Centre in
August and September, 2001.

Official opening of the Record Centre.
Front row L-R: Dr. Gail Saunders, Lady Turnquest, Dame Justice
Joan Sawyer and Hon. Dion Foulkes.

Back row L-R: Archbishop Drexel Gomex, Ms. Sherrine Thompson,
His Execellency The Governor General, Sir Orville Turnquest and
Ms. Elaine Toote.

LECTURES, TALKS AND
SEMINARS

During the year, staff members gave a number of
lectures and talks.

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives gave a
talk on The Bahamas to students of the Sunny State
University on board the Disney Magic Cruise Ship
on 12 January, 2001.

Dr. Saunders gave brief remarks and officially
opened the Social Studies Week at the Carlton
Francis Primary School. The theme was "Bridging
The Bahamas and The Commonwealth."”

On 20 March, 2001 Mr. David Wood, Archivist
was a facilitator at the Annual Conference for
Administrators and Chief Councilors sponsored by
the Ministry of Transport, Aviation and Local
Government. He gave a talk on "Preservation of
Government Records." The conference was held
at the British Colonial Hilton.

Dr. Saunders gave a lecture to the Bahamas
Association of Social Science Educators in Cat
Island on 20 April, 2001. She participated in the
remainder of the conference which included a visit
to two plantation sites, the Golden Grove Estate and
the Deveaux Plantation. A visit was also made to
Como Hill (Mount Alvernia) and the Railway Track.

Dr. Saunders lectured on Bahamian Loyalists and
Their Slaves to students of De Paul University,
Minnesota on 27 November, 2001. These students
also visited San Salvador,



REPAIR AND BINDERY

During the year, January to December, 2001 the
following was accomplished:

BOOKS BOUND

DOCUMENTS REPAIRED 115

The repair room was relocated in the new extension.
There was also a wait for the power cutter to be
installed; therefore, work did not start until March
2001.

The passing of Mrs. Moira Dean and Ms. Patrice
Dorsett's study leave created a shortage of staff in
the repair room.

Newspapers were sorted and sewn by the staff of
the repair section during the months of July to August
2001. This slowed the process of binding and repair

in those months.

Major works were on:

Grants (book from Lands and Surveys)

Newspapers (Nassau Guardian, Tribune and The Journal)

MICROFILIMING,
PHOTOGRAPHY, DUPLICATION
AND ORAL HISTORY

During the year the following records were
microfilmed and processed:

The Tribune

September 2000 - June 2001, 5 Reels
The Massau Guardian

September 2000 - June 2001, 5 Reels
The Freeport News

1997 - 1998, 8 Reels
Colonial Secretary Letter Books

1857 - 1901, 25 Reels
Slave Registers

1821 - 1834, 4 Reels
TOTAL 47 Reels

The following microfilmed records were donated to
the Department of Archives by the Hon. Paul L.
Adderley:

The Freeman

1887 - 1888, 1 Reel
The Nassau Herald

1866 - 1877, 12 Reels
The Observer

1839 - 1840, 8 Reels
The Bahama News

1898 - 1901, 1 Reels
The Massau Times

1873 - 1888, 11 Reels
TOTAL 26 Reels

The following photographs were produced for
research and exhibition purposes:

3x5 PRINTS 150
5X7 PRINTS 10
8X5 PRINTS 50
3X5 COLOUR PRINTS 180

TOTAL 390

\\|



The following records were purchased from the Public
Records Office in London:

FCO44/1-45 Bahamian Politics 1967-1968, 7 Reels
REQUESTS FOR COPIES FROM MICROFILM
The demand for copies from microfilm by researchers
remained steady. An estimated two thousand four

hundred (2400) copies were made. Approximately
2000 reels of microfilm were used by researchers.

ORAL HISTORY

The following talks were recorded in 2001:

DR. NICOLETTE BETHEL-BURROWS Bahamas
Historical Society "Junkanoo: Territory and Identity.”

MR. JIM LAWLOR to the Bahamas Historical Society
"The Early Missionaries of Harbour Island.”

MR. GEORGE MACKEY "A Short Walk Down Memory
Lane" The Sir Lynden Pindling Series.

MR. PAUL ADDERLEY "From Pompey to Pindling"
- The Sir Lynden Pindling Memorial Lecture Series.

MS. GRACE TURNER to the Bahamas Historical
Society "The Bahamas: Pirate Republic Salvaged
by Woodes Rogers."

EXHIBITIONS

The Prime Minister requested that a special
exhibition on Dame lvy Dumont be mounted for her
retirement luncheon on 26 January, 2001. The
Ministry of Education and Youth funded the project.
The photographic exhibition was well received by
those who viewed it. The official opening of the
Department of Archives 27th annual exhibition
"Highlights in the History of the 20th
Century Bahamas 1900-2000" and the Records
Centre (Archives Extension) was held on 21 May,
2001 at 4:00 p.m. His Excellency, Sir Orville
Turnquest declared the display and Records Centre
opened. His Excellency was accompanied by his
wife Lady Turnquest. Also in attendance was
Archbishop Drexel Gomez, who gave the invocation,
and Hon. Dion Foulkes, Minister of Education, Youth
and Sports who delivered an address. Mr. Creswell
Sturrup, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports chaired the event and Dr. Gail
Saunders, Director of Archives gave welcome
remarks. The Minister of Education, Youth and
Sports was introduced by Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy
Director of Archives and Miss Sherrine Thompson
gave the Vote of Thanks. The Royal Bahamas Police
Force Band and the Uriah McPhee School Choir
provided musical entertainment. The exhibition,
which was displayed in the foyer of the Archives
building. remained open until June 15th.

His Excellency Mr. Joshua Sears, Bahamas
Ambassador to the United States, invited the
Department of Archives to mount the exhibition
"Highlights in the History of the 20th
Century Bahamas 1900-2000" in the OAS
building in Washington during the week of 9-13
July, 2001. This exhibition was a part of their
Independence Celebrations. Ms. Patrice M. Williams,
Assistant Director and Coordinator of the Exhibition
and Ms. Sherrine Thompson, Assistant Archivist,
took the exhibition to Washington.



PUBLICATIONS

During 2001, the Publications Unit printed the Annual
Reports for 1999 and 2000. Out of print exhibition
booklets such as Junkanoo, the Pineapple Industry
and Highlights in Bahamian History were reprinted.
The unit also designed and printed the brochure and
mini booklet for the exhibition "Highlights in the
History of the 20th Century Bahamas 1900-2000."

APPRAISAL OF RECORDS

In June, Miss Patrice M. Williams, Assistant Director
and Mr. Jolton Johnson, Archivist, traveled to Miami,
Florida on the invitation of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. The purpose of the trip was the appraisal of
the records held at the Bahamas Consulate. At the
end of the two-day exercise, recommendations were
made to the Ministry for two Archivists to return to
Miami and properly list the records.

In July while Miss Patrice M. Williams, Assistant
Director and Miss Sherrine Thompson were in
Washington, they examined and appraised the non-
current records of the Embassy of The Bahamas and
prepared a report for the same.

Mr. Jolton Johnson, Archivist inspecting documents at
the Bahamas Consulate, Miami

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN
STATE (OAS) GRANT

The first phase of the OAS Project 2001 for "The
Strengthening of Public Institutions Throughout The
Family Islands" was conducted during the week of
3 September, 2001 in Eleuthera.

Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy Director, Mr. Jolton
Johnson and Mr. David Wood, Archivists conducted
a Records Management Seminar in Savannah
Sound, Eleuthera. Forty Civil Servants from all of
the settlements in Eleuthera attended the seminar.
Certificates were prepared for and distributed to all
of the participants.

Unfortunately, due to the government's financial
restraints resulting from the September 11th World
Trade Buildings attacks, the department was unable
to complete the project for 2001.

UNESCO GRANT

Due to the government's financial restraints resulting
from the September 11th attacks on the World Trade
Buildings and the Pentagon, permission was
requested to postpone the execution of the UNESCO
project until fiscal the year 2002/2003.

MAINTENANCE

The grounds of the Department of Archives were
cleaned on a monthly basis by the Ministry of Public
Works team.

Kol



ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN
HISTORIANS (ACH)

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives attended the
33rd Annual Conference of the Association of
Caribbean Historians (ACH) at The University of The
West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago,
between 2 and 6 April, 2001. While at the conference,
Dr. Saunders who is President of the ACH spoke at
the opening ceremonies and declared the conference
open. She also chaired two Executive Committee
Meetings and the Annual General Meeting.

Thirty-eight (38) papers were given out of the
projected forty. Delegates attended receptions hosted
by the Principal of the St. Augustine campus and
the President, His Excellency A.R. Robinson. Dr.
Saunders also participated in a field ftrip.

The College of The Bahamas assisted by the
Department of Archives will host the Association of
Caribbean Historians' Conference in 2002. The
Local Organizing Committee is co-chaired by Dr.
Pandora Johnson, Vice-President of the College of
The Bahamas for Research, Planning and
Development and Dr. Gail Saunders, who is also
President of the ACH.

Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy Director of Archives is also
serving on the Local Organizing Committee. The
34th Conference is being held in Nassau between
7-12 April, 2002. The Department of Archives will
assist with supplies and plans to host a Buffet-Supper
on Tuesday, 9 April, 2002 at the Archives.

Dr. Saunders traveled to San Juan, Puerto Rico
between 19-21 October, 2001. There she met with
the Executive Council to plan the academic
programme for the 34th Annual Conference of the
Association of Caribbean Historians.

CONSULTANCY IN DOMINICA

Dr. Saunders and Ms. Toote, sponsored by the
Government of Dominica (with a grant from the
Organization of American States), completed a
Consultancy in Archival training, organizing, sorting,
listing and arranging the archives of Dominica which
had been stored in a basement room in unsuitable
condition for forty years. The project was completed
between 23 July and November 2001.

Dr. Saunders and Ms. Toote assessed the situation
between 25-27 July, 2001. Ms. Toote stayed on
and worked until 24 August, 2001 when Dr. Saunders
returned. Dr. Saunders worked in Dominica until 21
September, 2001 and returned on 22-26
October, 2001 to conduct a workshop.

Dr. Saunders and Ms. Toote, assisted by three
library staff members processed the Archives. They
also conducted in-house training, and held two
workshops for library staff and a workshop for public
servants (in October}.

In addition, they prepared:
- a Procedures Manual - a Policy Document
- a Conservation Report - a Final Report

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commonwealth of
Dominica wrote to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Commonwealth of The Bahamas in December,
2001 to express its deepest appreciation
to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of
the Commonwealth of The Bahamas for the work
done by Dr. Saunders and Mrs. Toote. The note
stated:

"Dy Saunders and Mrs. Toote worked tivelessly on a valuable
deposit, which will be the foundation of Dominica's National
Archives. They have made a tremendous contribution to the
development of national capacity to manage and conserve the

national patrimony of Dominica, "






















