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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
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EDWARD CARSON AND THE HON. CARLTON FRANCIS

Dr. Robert Claus, United Nations Deputy Chief of
Communications, Archives and Records Service,
recommended in 1968 that an experienced professional
Archivist be appointed, that suitable legislation for the
preservation of records be passed and provision be
made for a suitable central records repository, and that
a small staff be recruited and trained to assist the
Archivist. These recommendations have by and large
been implemented. Mr. Edward A. Carson, Archivist
and Librarian of H. M. Customs and Excise, London,
served as Archivist for the year October, 1970 to
September, 1971 and was replaced by Mrs. D. Gail
Saunders who had trained in Archives Administration
and Records Office Management at University College,
London in 1968 to 1969 and who worked with Mr. Carson
for the year 1970-1. A Trainee Archivist Assistant, Miss
M.E. Colebrooke, was transferred to the Archives Section
in March, 1971 and awarded a United Nations fellowship
in November, 1971 for six months at the Jamaica

Archives.

The second United Nations fellowship was awarded to
Miss Sherriley Voiley who trained for three months
respectively at the Jamaica Archives and the Department

of Archives, Barbados.




LEGISLATION

The Public Records Act came into effect in December,
1971 establishing the office to be called the Public
Records Office, for which the Chief Justice is generally
responsible. The Act was revised in 1987 changing the
term Public Records Office to The Bahamas Archives.
For administrative purposes, the office is the

responsibility of the Minister of Education.

The Archivist under the direction of the Chief Justice
is responsible for the day to day running of The Bahamas
Archives, the custody, preservation, arrangement, repair
and rehabilitation and for such duplication and
reproduction of records at The Bahamas Archives, and
for the preparation and publication of inventories,
indexes, catalogues and other finding aids and guides

facilitating the use of such records.

Public Records are not to be made available for public
inspection until they have been in existence for thirty
years or such other period, either longer or shorter as
the Chief Justice specifies. The Public Records
Regulations were gazetted in December, 1972. They
made provision for the destruction and disposal of public
records and also the fees to be charged for searches,

xerox and other copies, made at The Bahamas Archives.

The Archives Section was given Departmental Status

under the Ministry of Education and Culture in 1981.
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PERSONNEL AND TRAINING

In 2002 the staff comprised:

DIREGTOR OF ARCHIVES
Dr. D. Gail Saunders

DEPUTY DIREGTOR OF ARCHIVES
Ms. M. Elaine Toote

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVES
Ms. Patrice M. Williams

ARGHIVISTS
Mrs. Sherriley Strachan
Mr. Jolton Johnson
Mr. David Wood

ASSISTANT ARCHIVISTS
Mrs. Lulamae Collie-Gray
Ms. Sherrine M. Thompson

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Mrs. Princess Taylor

GHIEF ASSISTANT ACGOUNTANT
Mrs. Fredericka Dorsett

CHIEF REPAIRER BINDER
Mrs. Hazel Storr

ASSISTANT REGISTRY SUPERVISOR
Ms. Joycelyn Rolle

SENIOR EXEGUTIVE SECRETARY
Mrs. Portia Ingraham

TRAINEE ASSISTANT ARCHIVISTS
Miss Karen Dorsett
Miss Cindy Simon
Mrs. Queenie Butler

SENIOR PRIVATE SECRETARY
Mrs. Ivy Curry

ARCHIVES ASSISTANT
Mrs. Edith Sturrup

REPAIRER BINDER GRADE III
Miss Patrice Dorsett

REGEPTIONIST
Mrs. Linda Clarke

JANITRESSES
Mrs. Christine Duncombe
Mrs. Roseleen Moncur
Mrs. Lydia Brown-Jean

ASSISTANT SECURITY
Mrs. Tiffany Cooper

SEGURITY
Ms. Ida Farrington

MESSENGERS
Mrs. Rosalie Moss
Mrs. Lynette Smith
Mr. Paul Butler
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New Staff Member
Mrs. Lydia Brown Jean joined the staff of the
Department of Archives on 12 November, 2002 as

a Janitress.

Training
Mrs. Rosalie Moss received a certificate of
participation for her attendance at the Pre-Retirement

Seminar held 23-27 July, 2001.

Mrs. Portia Rolle-Ingraham was successful in attaining
the College of The Bahamas Human Resource

Management II Certificate on 27 November, 2001.

Mrs. Hazel Storr, Chief Repairer Binder and Mrs.
Edith Sturrup, Archives Assistant received certificates
of participation for their attendance at the

Pre-Retirement Seminar held 3-6 December, 2002.

Mrs. Portia Rolle-Ingraham participated in the
Secretary as Manager Seminar 29-31 January, 2002
at the Public Service Centre for Human Resource

Development,

On Wednesday, 17 April, 2002 Mr. Charlton Tinker,
Credit Manager of the Public Workers' Co-operative
Credit Union Limited, made a presentation explaining
the ways that the Credit Union can assist staff in

saving and investing their funds.

Ms. Amanda Kemp, a student at the C.V. Bethel
High School completed a two (2) week work
experience programme at the Department of
Archives, commencing 25 March, 2002 through
5 April, 2002.



ARCHIVES STAFF IN WASHINGTON

On June 11, 2002 Mrs. Marva Farquharson Moore

of the Public Hospital Authority held a Motivational
Seminar and explained the use of the newly

implemented Performance Appraisal Form.

The Department of Archives' staff travelled to
Washington D.C. 10-14 July, 2002 for training
sessions held at the National Archives in Maryland
and the Smithsonian Archives. The trip was funded

by the staff.

Miss Patrice Dorsett is presently on Unpaid Study
Leave. She is pursuing an Associate Degree in
Elementary Education at Miami-Dade Community

College.

In September, 2002 Miss Sherrine Thoempson
completed a Full In-service Training Award leading
to a Master's Degree with Distinction in Records
and Archives Management (International) at the

University College London, London, England.

New job descriptions, based on the new Performance

Appraisal instrument were prepared for staff

members by Miss Patrice M. Williams, Assistant
Director of Archives. A pilot programme using the

new instrument began in October 2002.

A comprehensive document re: staff shortage was
prepared and submitted to the Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Education in September 2002.

Promotions, Reclassification and Transfers
Mrs. Portia Ingraham was promoted from Executive
Secretary to Senior Executive Secretary with effect
from 1 July, 2000.

Mrs. Queenie Butler, Archives Assistant was promoted
to Trainee Assistant Archivist with effect from 1

July, 2000.

Mrs. Ivy Curry, Chief Clerk was reclassified to Senior
Private Secretary with effect from 1 September,

2001.

Mr. Jolton Johnson. Archivist, transferred to the

Department of Local Government in February 2002,

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES 2002 ANNUAL REPORT




DEPOSIT OF RECORDS, LISTS AND RESEARCHERS

There are approximately two thousand (2,000) linear feet of records stored at the Department of
Archives, Mackey Street. About five hundred and forty-three (543) linear feet of records are stored
at the new Records Centre, making a total of approximately two thousand, five hundred and forty-

three (2,543) linear feet of records.

— Central Bank of The Bahamas — Department of Statistics

— Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports — Ministry of Finance
(Planning Unit)
— Learning Resources Section
— Cabinet Office (Government Publications)
— Department of Public Service
— House of Assembly
—» Ministry of Transport and Aviation (Port

reports
deposited
from

— Embassy of The Bahamas Washington D.C. Department)
Mr. Paul L. Adderley Mr. Michael R.P. Lamb Rev. Dr. Philip Rahming
Mr, Paul Aranha Mr. Ronald Lightbourne Dr. D. Gail Saunders
— 0 Mr. Ken Butler Mrs. Amanda Lindroth Mrs. Sherriley Strachan
(1] C Mrs. Queenie Butler Mr. George Mackey Mrs. Edith Sturrup
0
_g D Mr. Felton Cox Mr. Henry Bradshaw Mr. Wesley D. Taukchiray
:—> (N Mrs. Ivy Curry Matthews Ms. Elaine Toote
= ) Lady Igrid Darling Mrs. Dede McCoy Ms. Grace Turner
c % Mr. Barth Durham s L o n Ms. Patrice M, Williams
=5 Ms. Suzanne Jewers Mrs. Elizabeth V. Munnings i< clarabelle williamson
Mr. Nikalaos Karagiannis M. TEIjI'Y & Ne'l
Mrs, Lory Kenyon Mrs. Missouri Sherman Peter
Bahamas Agricultural and Industrial Customs Department
Corporation
Department of Fisheries
Bahamas Historical Society
_ Department of Statistics
@ m Bahamas Information Services ) )
C Her Majesty’s Prison
- Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute
0 B (BTVI) (Dr. Celestine Williams) House of Assembly
'g @ Best Commission Island School
L0 Bethany Gospel Chapel (Murphy Town, Abaco) Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports
DO EPIanmng, Apprenticeship Board, Testing &
0o Cabinet Office (Government Publications) valuation)
g 0 Cavalier Construction Ltd. Nassau Public Library (Mrs. Winifred Murphy)

(Godfrey E. Lightbourn, Chairman)

Police Force Reserve (Lillian Lobosky)
Central Bank

Sir Victor Sassoon (Bahamas) Heart
College of The Bahamas Foundation (Keturah Ferguson)
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From 1 January to 31 December, 2002 approximately two thousand three hundred and forty two (2,342)
researchers visited the Public Records Office using approximately three thousand two hundred (3,200)
documents. There were four thousand six hundred and sixty one (4661) inquiries.

There were approximately three hundred and
RESEARCH INQUIRIES (JANUARY - DECEMBER 2002)

thirty eight (338) other visitors including Hon.

Alfred Sears, Minister of Education and Attorney Inquiries Numbers
General, Mr. Creswell Sturrup, Permanent ity 00
Overseas (by letter, fax and e-mail) 65
Secretary, Ministry of Education, delegates from v ®v ®x wu eu ew ms own s owe owe o=e owe we o« I
Local (by letter, fax and e-mail) 55
the Association of Caribbean Historians Conference, = =ms =s @s ws as es we me ss ome we s oen o R
Researchers visiting the Public Records 2,342
Yahweh House of Prayer Seventh Day Youth Group, __ Office for Historical facts ~ == =
Ms. Tina Mason, Ms. Christine Wiseman, Mrs. . Telephone Requests (local) I
Dorcas Bowler, Sue Louis, E. Higgs, P. Matthews, __T‘cfl‘e_':fh??e_ _R‘ﬁ_"'f'u_e_St_S_(Er_‘t‘?fn??i?rfa.l). _— ..3.5.0.. o o
Mrs. Angela Culmer, Mrs. Winnifred Johnson, Mr. __(;t_'nu_r_ch__Rggu_e_st_s_ ss as sa ss as as ss off ..1?. o e
Kevin Edgecombe, Mr, Jamaal Horton, Ms. ], Lord- Court F-ii.ec?.rd-s. FE?qu_EE:t_S__ L ! __3_3_ TE A
Bakker, Ms, G. Lowe, Ms. Linda Gibson, Mr. Endal _
4661

Adderley, Professor John Burton and students of

Queens College, Armagnac Educational Academy,

Total

San Salvador High, R.M. Bailey Secondary, Lyford Cay, Jordon Prince Williams High, Government High, N.G.M.

Major High Schools and De Paul University, Chicago.

RECORDS MANAGEMENT

The Department of Archives requested office and
storage space for the Records Management Section
in the proposed Cooper’s Town Government

Administrative Building.

Approximately 200 boxes of magnetic tapes were
transferred from the Office of The Prime Minister

to the Records Centre.

Non-current records were transferred from the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the Records Centre.

At the request of Ms. Marie Jenoure, Registry
Supervisor, Archivists Jolton Johnson and David
Wood visited the Ministry of Education, Youth and

Sports in January 2002 to appraise records stored

in the basement. They subsequently made a report
with suggestions and recommendation for the
transfer of those records. On 21 May, 2002 a
follow-up report with a supply of 50 record storage
boxes and transmittal list was sent to the Ministry

of Education. The deposit of the records is pending.

On Thursday, 23 May 2002 Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy
Director of Archives and Mr. David Woad, Archivist
visited the Supreme Court Registry at the request
of Mrs. Jacquelyn Dean, Registry Supervisor. They
offered technical advice re: preparation of
documents for transfer to the Record Centre.
Further communication regarding the transfer of

records from the Supreme Court is pending.
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LECTURES, TALKS AND SEMINARS

During the year, staff members gave a number of

lectures and talks.

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives, gave a
lecture on "Nassau's Historic Landmarks” at the
Lyford Cay Club on Thursday, 14 February, 2002,
Dr. Keith Tinker also spoke on the work of the
National Museum of The Bahamas, Antiquities,

Monuments and Museums Corporation.

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives, was invited
to attend and give remarks at the re-dedication of
the Wyannie Malone Museum and Heritage Day in
Hope Town, Abaco on March 8, 2002, Dr. Saunders
spoke on the early history of Abaco including Hope

Town.

Dr. Saunders moderated a panel on Tuesday,
19 March, 2002 at the Junkanoo Conference

sponsored by the College of The Bahamas.

Dr. Saunders presented a paper on "Garveyism and
the Growth of Racial Consciousness in The Bahamas”
at the Association of Caribbean Historians
Conference held in Nassau between April 7-12,

2002.

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives, gave a
presentation on "The Future of Caribbean Studies”
(CSA) on 28 May, 2002 at the 27th Annual
Conference of the CSA held at the Nassau Beach

Hotel.

Dr. Saunders gave a talk and slide presentation on
"Historic Nassau” to a group of French Journalists
on behalf of the Ministry of Tourism on 12 June,

2002 at the British Colonial Hilton.

Dr. Saunders gave a talk on the "Bahamian-American
Connection” to a group of executives from Coca Cola,
North America on 3 June, 2002. She also showed the
video, "Heritage: History and Culture of the Bahamas.”
This was held at the Atlantis Resort.

Dr. Saunders gave a talk on the history of The Bahamas
and showed the video, "Heritage: History and Culture
of the Bahamas” to a group of business persons from
Chevron and Texaco on 24 June, 2002 at the Atlantis
Resort,

REPAIR AND BINDERY

During the year, January to December, 2002 the

following was accomplished:

51 books bound

90 documents repaired

From March 28 to May 6 Mrs. Storr was off due to
illness. Ms, Patrice Dorsett was still on study leave,

resulting in a shortage of staff in the section.

Many newspapers were sorted and sewn. This was
time consuming, resulting in reduction of other work

being done.

In addition to the repair and binding that was
caompleted, Archives' publications were pressed and
trimmed by the staff of the Repair and Bindery

Section.

Major works were on:
(a) wills
(b) Grant books (from Lands and Surveys)

(c) Newspapers (Nassau Guardian, Tribune and

The Journal).
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MICROFILMING, PHOTOGRAPHY, DUPLICATION AND ORAL HISTORY

During the year the microfilming and photography
programme continued. Early during the year

the microfilm camera malfunctioned and delayed
the programme until a part could be purchased
from the United States. The following records

were microfilmed and processed:

The Nassau Guardian
July 2001 - April 2002, 9 reels

The Tribune
January 2002 - June 2002, 5 reels

The Freeport News
January-June 1999, 4 reels

Registrar General Birth Registers
1853-1894, 8 reels

Colonial Secretary Letter Books
1901-1904, 2 reels

Total of 28 reels

Request for photographs by researchers and
other office use totaled 158. Additionally, 316
colour prints were accessioned and added to the

photographic cellection.

During the year, 15 reels of microfilm were
purchased from the Public Records Office and
other institutions in London. These included the
T71 Series 456-1617 (12 reels) and The Nassau
Quarterly Mission Papers 1886-1976 (3 reels).

Also purchased from a company in the United
States were 101 reels of Registrar General

Records.

The popularity of microfilm as a research tool
continues to grow along with request for copies.
Two thousand five hundred (2500) copies were

made during the year.

Oral History

The following talks were recorded in 2002:

Mr. Pericles Maillis, Pastor Jim Redmon and Dr.
Fried to Bahamas Historical Society on

28 February, 2002 "Historic Trees.”

Dr. Nicolette Bethel-Burrows to Junkanoo
Symposium 19 March, 2002 "History of Bahamian

Junkanoo."”

Canon Dr. Kirkley Sands to Junkanoo Symposium

19 March, 2002 "Junkanoo and Religion.”

Dr. Thaddeus McDonald to Junkanoo Symposium
21 March, 2002 "West African Masked Dancing.”

Miss Grace Turner to Bahamas Historical Society
27 June, 2002 "Etched in Stone, The Ship

Drawings of The Bahamas.”

Mr. George Mackey to Bahamas Historical Society
31 Qctober, 2002 "From Burma Road to August
19, 19927

Dr. Michael Craton to Bahamas Historical Society
14 November, 2002 "Writing the Biography of
Sir Lynden Pindling.”
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EXHIBITIONS

In July 2002, the Department in conjunction with
the Embassy of The Bahamas, Washington D.C,
remounted the exhibition "The Exploration and
Settlement of the Bahamas 1500-1700" at the

0AS building, Washington. The Department was
invited by the Ambassador, His Excellency Joshua
Sears, to stage the exhibition to commemorate
The Bahamas' 29th Anniversary of Independence.
The exhibition, which was well received, was

mounted from 8 -12 July.

In QOctober 2002, Mrs. Elva Rolle, wife of His
Excellency Anthony “"Boozie"” Rolle Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, requested
the exhibition, "Highlights in the History of the
Twentieth Century Bahamas 1900-2000" for
remounting for the Ambassador’'s Wives meeting.
H.E. Mr. Rolle picked up the exhibition on 18th
October for display on 29th October. The
exhibition was well received and it remained up

until the end of the year.

PUBLICATIONS

In May 2002, the Department received 6,000
copies of its 1995 Exhibition booklet "The Tri-
Centenary of Nassau: The Development of the
Metropolis of the Bahamas up to the Early
Twentieth Century.” The booklets were printed
gratis by Dr. Patrick Fischer of Oxford Maritime

Research, England.

During the year the Publications Unit printed:

"The Exploration and Settlement :

i of the Bahamas 1500-1700" 100 |
e
i The Harvey Report 200
! The Bahamas Report 1870 100 |
U S S U |
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ACQUISITIONS

On Tuesday September 3rd , 2002 the Nassau
Public Library deposited, by deed of gift, the
Mary Moseley Archival Collection. This deposit
consisted of early newspapers such as The

Bahama Gazette, The Royal Gazette, The

Bahamas Argus, The Nassau Guardian and the

Bahama Herald. Also included were books,
photographs and photostat copies of historical
manuscripts. The accessioning of this deposit

is still in process.

MAINTENANCE

The grounds of the Department of Archives were
cleaned on a monthly basis by the Ministry of

Public Works' team.

ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN HISTORIANS (ACH)

The 34th Annual Conference of the Association
of Caribbean Historians was held in Nassau
between 7-12 April, 2002 at the Nassau Beach
Hotel. There were thirteen panels comprising
between two and four presenters. Thirty-eight
papers were presented on a variety of topics,
including Nation Building, Nationalism and
Identity, Sports, Politics and Culture in the
Caribbean, Identity and Gender in The Bahamian
Context, Diasporas and Migrations in the 18th
and 19th Century Caribbean, Sugar Cane Workers,
Peasants and Forest: Caribbean History, The
Press in The Caribbean, National and Local
Identity in The Bahamas, Race, Nation and the
Forging of Postcolonial Caribbean Identities in
Visual and Performance Arts, Twentieth Century
Caribbean History and the Environmental History
of The Bahamas. Dr. Saunders, Director of
Archives presented a paper on "Garveyism and
the Growth of Racial Consciousness in the

Bahamas.



Presenters were given ten to twenty minutes to
present their papers. Reading of papers is not allowed.
Discussion followed the presentation of the panel.

On the whole, discussion was lively.

Opening of The Conference

The conference was officially opened by Lady Isaacs,
Deputy to the Governor General, Dame Ivy Dumont.
Dr. Pandora Johnson, Co-Chair of the Local Organizing
Committee and Vice-President of the College of The
Bahamas for Research, Planning and Development,
chaired the opening. Welcome remarks were made
by Dr. Rhonda Chipman-Johnson, Executive Vice-
President, College of The Bahamas and remarks given
by Dr. Gail Saunders, President of the Association of

Caribbean Historians and Director of Archives.

The winners of the Essay Competition were presented
with prizes. The first prize, a computer and printer
donated by Family Guardian, was won by Christonia
Bastian of Eight Mile Rock High School. Mr. Gerald
Strachan, its President, represented the company.
The second and third prizes were won by Sophia
Saunders and Kenneth Smith respectively both of
Mangrove Cay. These prizes comprised books donated
by the Island Book Shop and the Friends of The

Archives in memory of Mrs. Marilynn Nottage, late

President of the ‘Friends.’

Musical entertainment was provided by The College
of The Bahamas Band and the College Choir. The
National Anthem was sung by Miss Carlisa Wright,
student at The College of The Bahamas. Canon
Kirkley Sands rendered an opening prayer and the
Vote of Thanks was given by Dr. Thaddeus McDonald,
Dean, Education and Liberal Arts, College of The
Bahamas. A reception hosted by the College of The

Bahamas followed the official opening.

Social Events

There were a number of social events in addition to
the opening reception. These included a reception
hosted by the Governor-General (represented by
Lady Isaacs, Deputy to the Governor-General) on
Monday, April 8. The Department of Archives hosted
a Buffet-Supper on Tuesday, April 9, on the
department’s compound. On Thursday, a fete hosted
by the Local Organizing Committee was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Cleare and on Friday,
April 12, some of the delegates visited historical

Dunmore Town, Harbour Island.
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