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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Or. Robert Claus, United Nations Deputy Chief of
Communications, Archives and Records Service,
recommended in 1968 that an experienced
professional Archivist be appointed, that suitable
legislation for the preservation of records be
passed and provision be made for a suitable
central records repository, and that a small staff
be recruited and trained to assist the Archivist.
These recommendations have by and large been
implemented. Mr, Edward A, Carson, Archivist
and Librarian of H. M. Customs and Excise, London,
served as Archivist for the year October, 1970 to
September, 1971 and was replaced by Mrs, D. Gail

Saunders who had trained in Archives

LEGISLATION

The Public Records Act came into effect in
December, 1971 establishing the office to be
called the Public Records Office, for which the
Chief Justice is generally responsible. The Act
was revised in 1987 changing the term Public
Records Office to The Bahamas Archives. For
administrative purposes, the office is the

responsibility of the Minister of Education,

The Archivist under the direction of the Chief
Justice is responsible for the day to day running
of The Bahamas Archives, the custody,
preservation, arrandement, repair and
rehabhilitation and for such duplication and
reproduction of records at The Bahamas Archives,
and for the preparation and publication of

inventories, indexes, catalogues and other finding

Administration and Records Office Management
at University College, London in 1968 to 1969
and who worked with Mr. Carson for the year
1970-1. A Trainee Archivist Assistant, Miss M.E.
Colebrooke, was transferred to the Archives
Section in March, 1971 and awarded a United
Nations fellowship in November, 1971 for six

manths at the Jamaica Archives.

The second United Nations fellowship was awarded
to Miss Sherriley Voiley who trained for three
months respectively at the Jamaica Archives and

the Department of Archives, Barbados,

aids and guides facilitating the use of such

records,

Public Records are not to be made available for
public inspection until they have been in existence
for thirty years or such other period, either longer
or shorter as the Chief Justice specifies. The
Public Records Regulations were gazetted in
December, 1972. They made provision for the
destruction and disposal of public records and
also the fees to be charged for searches, xerox

and other copies, made at The Bahamas Archives,

The Archives Section was given Departmental
Status under the Ministry of Education and
Culture in 1981.
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PERSONNEL AND TRAINING

Dr. D. Gail Saunders Ms. M. Elaine Toote Miss Patrice Williams Mrs. Sherriley Strachan
Director of Archives Deputy Director of Archives Assistant Director of Archives Archivist

Mr. David Wood Mrs. Lulamae Collie-Gray Miss Sherrine Thompson Mrs. Princess Taylor
Archivist Archivist Assistant Archivist Chief Executive Officer

Mrs. Fredericka Dorsett Mrs. Hazel Storr Ms. Joycelyn Rolle Mrs. Portia Ingraham
Financing & Accounting Officer Chief Repairer Binder Assistant Registry Supervisor Senior Executive Secretary
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Miss Karen Dorsett Miss Cindy Simon Mrs. Queenie Butler Irs. vy Curry
Trainee Assistant Archivist Trainee Assistant Archivist Trainee Assistant Archivist Senior Private Secretary

Mrs. Edith Sturrup Miss Fatrice Dorsett Mrs, Lincla Clarke IMrs. Christine Duncombe
Archives Assistant Repairer Binder, Grade Il Receptionist Janitress

Mrs. Roseleen Moncur Mrs. Lydia Brown-Jean Mrs. Tiffany Cooper Ms, Ida Farrington
Janitress Janitress Assistant Security Security

Mrs. Rosalie Mass Mrs. Lynette Smith Mr. Paul Butler
lMessenger Messenger Messenger



HUMAN RESOURCE

Miss Karen Dorsett and Miss Cindy Simon Trainee
Assistant Archivists, received approval for
summer employment to work at the Department
of Archives from 2 June to 29 August and 2 June

to 22 August 2003 respectively.

Mrs. Christine Duncombe, Janitress requested a
transfer from the Ministry of Education to the

Department of Archives.

Mrs. Christine Duncombe received a letter of
commendation for extra work during the month

of August, 2003.

Miss Sherrine Thompson, Assistant Archivist was
been granted an accelerated increment under
Section 7A of the Public Service Act due to the
attainment of a Masters Degree in Records and
Archives Management (Internationall.
Miss Sherrine Thompson was nominated as the
Employee of The Year (2003} for the

Department of Archives.

PROMOTION

Mrs. Lulamae Collie-Gray, Assistant Archivist was
promoted to Archivist with effect from 1 July,
2000.

DEATH

Mr. Paul Butler, Messenger, Microphotography
Section passed away on 1 April, 2003,
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TRAINING

Miss Patrice Dorsett is presently on Unpaid Study
Leave. She is pursuing an Associate Degree in
Elementary Education at Miami-Dade Community

College.

Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives, attended
a Performance Management Workshop sponsored
by the Ministry of Finance and the Government
of The Bahamas and Inter-American Development

Bank 3-4 April, 2003,

Mrs, Portia Ingraham, Senior Executive Secretary,
attended a seminar entitled "Conflict Resolution”
on 8-9 April, 2003 sponsored by the Margaret
McDonald Policy Management and Administration
Centre (MMPMAC) and held at the Sandals Royal

Bahamian Hotel.

Mrs. Rosalie Moss, Head Messenger and Mrs.
Tiffany Cooper, Security Assistant attended the
21st Century Customer Service Care Workshop
9-11 April, 2003 held at the Public Service Centre

for Human Resource Development.

On 25 and 26 March, 2003 Mr. David Wood,
Archivist, Mrs. Lulamae Collie-Cray, Miss Sherrine
Thompson, Assistant Archivists and Miss Joycelyn
Rolle, Assistant Registry Supervisor attended a
seminar entitled "Leadership Development and
Management for Results” sponsored by the
Margaret McDonald Policy Management and
Administration Centre (MMPMAC). The seminar

was held at the Sandals Royal Bahamian Hotel.



Mrs. Sherriley Strachan and Mrs. Lulamae Collie-
Cray attended a "Strategic Management Planning
and Quality Products” Workshop 13-14 May, 2003
sponsored by the Margaret McDonald Policy
Management and Administration Centre
(MMPMAC) and held at the Sandals Royal Bahamian
Hotel.

Mrs. Portia Ingraham attended the Launching of
the New Performance Appraisal Instrument
Service Workshop an 14 May, 2003 held at the
B.C.RO.U. Hall, Farrington Road,

Or. Saunders attended a Refresher Seminar
entitled "Government Administration” for Senior
Managers sponsored by the Ministry of Education
in conjunction with the Public Service Centre for
Human Resource Development on Monday, 26
May, 2003 at the British Colonial Hilton Hotel.

Mrs, Princess Taylor, Chief Executive Officer
participated in the Assessment Exercise for
Executive Level Supervisors which was held at
the Public Service Centre for Human Resource

Development from 23 June to 3 July, 2003,

Mrs. Portia Ingraham, Senior Executive Secretary
participated in the International Association of
Administrative Professionals Bahamas Chapter
Annual Convention between 2-4 October, 2003

held at Sheraton Grand, Paradise Island.
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Mrs. Fredericka Dorsett, Assistant Chief
Accountant, participated in a workshop on 18
November, 2003 sponsored by BATELCO and held
at the British Colonial Hilton. The workshop was

entitled "Ironing Out Qur Problems.”

Miss Patrice Williams and Mrs. Fredericka Dorsett
participated in the Margaret McDonald Policy
Management and Administration Centre
(MMPMACY) Seminar on Govenance and Public
Administration, 15 - 16 October, 2003,
Mrs. Linda Clarke, Office Assistant and Mrs. Tiffany
Cooper, Security Assistant participated in the
Bahamas Professional Receptionist Association
Week between 23-29 November, 2003. The
seminar was held at the Radisson Hotel, Cable

Beach,

The Ministry of Education conducted a Basic Work
Improvement Seminar from 2-5 December, 2003
at the Public Service Centre for Human Resource
Development, Mrs. Roseleen Moncur, Mrs.
Christine Duncombe and Mrs. Lydia Jean,

Janitresses participated in the seminar.
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DEPOSIT OF RECORDS, LISTS AND RESCARCHERS

There are approximately two thousand (2,000) linear feet of records stored at the Department of Archives,

Mackey Street. About five hundred and forty-three (543) linear feet of records are stored at the new Records

Centre, making a total of approximately two thousand, five hundred and forty-three (2,543} linear feet of

records,

During the year 2003 reports were received from the Bahamas Court of Appeal, the Central Bank of The

Bahamas and the Department of Education.

Records and Publications were also recejved from the following individuals;

Mrs, Janet Adamson

Mr. Dean Patrick Adderley
Hon, Paul L, Adderley

Mr. James Anderson

Ms. Virginia Balance

Mr. Paul Banko

Ms. L. Bethel

Mr. Donald Brown

Mr. Dennis Burrows

Mr. John Burrows

Dr. John Burton

Mr. Kenneth S. Butler
Mrs, Queenie Butler

Mrs, Betsy (Dix} Campbell
Mrs, Vera Chase

M. Neil Craig

Mrs, Lou Moseley Cuevas

Mrs, lvy Curry
Dr, Jaime M. Dominguez
Mr. Bart Durham
Mr. Francis Fawkes
Mr, Fred Ferguson
Wr, Michael Gibney
Mr. Walter L. Griffin
Mr. Cecil Hall
Dr. Rosalyn Howard
Ms. Linda Huber
Mrs. Portia Ingraham
Mr. Rohert C. Lightbourn
Mr, Ronald Lighthourn
Mr, Oreste W, Lombardi
Dr, Frank Marotti Jr.
Ms. June Maura
Mrs. Healean A. McPhee

Mr, Darold Miller

Mrs, Winifred Murphy
Mr. Roy James Murry
Mrs, Shane Neely-smith
Mr. Trevor Norton

Mrs. Brenda Pinder

Dr. Philip Rahming

Mrs. Miriam Roberts
Mrs. Doris Rob johns
Ms., Priscilla Rollins

Dr, Gail saunders

Mr. Winston Saunders
Mr, Dereck smith

Or. Martin Stevens

Mr. Paul Thackray

Ms. Sherrine Thoempson
Ms. Patrice M. Williams
Mr. David Wood
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Records and Publications were also received from the following institutions:

Bahamas Environment, Science and Technology
Commission (BEST)

Bahamas Free Press
Bahamas Information Services

Broadcasting Corporation of The Bahamas
{Darold Miller)

Cabinet Office

Canadian Royal Heritage Trust (Mr. Garry Toffoli
and Mr. Arthur Bousefield)

Caribbean Community Secretariat
Department of Social Services
Government House

Jones Communication

RESEARCHERS

Mees Pierson

Ministry of Agricultural and Fisheries
Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports
Nassau Public Library (Mrs. Winifred Murphy}
National Art Gallery of The Bahamas
National Geographic Society

Organization of American States (OAS)
Southeastern Archaeological Research Inc.
The College of The Bahamas

The College of The Bahamas Library

The Island School

UNESCO

From 1 January to 31 December, 2003 approximately two thousand and four (2,004) researchers visited the

Public Records Office using approximately six thousand two hundred and fifty five (6,255) documents. There

were four thousand two hundred and thirteen (4,213) inguiries.

B Church and Court Records Requests
OTelephone (Intermationalj

O Telephone (local)

B Researchers visiting the Public Records

Office for historical facts

@ Overssas and local (by letter, fax and e- |
mail)

There were approximately two hundred and thirty
five (235} other visitors including The Hon. Perry
Christie, Prime Minister of The Bahamas, Lewis
Byron (Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, St. Lucia)
Ms. Juliet Mallet Philip (OAS), Mrs. Delores Ingraham,
Arlene Nash Ferguson (Educulture), Peter Young,

Sydney B, Forbes, Kevin Edgecombe, Makia Gibson,

INGUIRIES

00

2000

Jackie Petersen, Frances Key, Ingrid Johnson,
Professor John Burton, guests attending the
official opening of the exhibition "The Road to
Independence” and students of De Paul University
{Chicago), RM. Bailey High School, Freeport Andlican

High, 5t. Andrew's and Naomi Blatch Primary Schools.



RECORDS MANAGEMENT

Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy Director, accompanied
by Mr. David Wood, Archivist, visited the island of
Crand Bahama during the week of 6-11 April, 2003,
While there appraisals of a number of Government
offices were conducted, with a view of making
recommendations for the establishment of a
Fifteen (15)

Covernment offices were visited. However,

Covernment record storage facility.

another trip is necessary to complete the appraisal
and to fully evaluate the needs of Grand Bahama

Island.

Ms. Elaine Toote, Deputy Director and Ms. Patrice
Williams, Assistant Director responded to a call
from the Registrar General's Department
concerning company files that had gotten wet
with sewer water. On 15 July, 2003 they appraised
the situation and discovered thirty-two (32) bays
of damaged records. As a result, a number of
recommendations to improve the situation were

made,

In addition, the officers conducted a brief appraisal
of the Births, Deaths and Marriages sections of
the Registrar General's Department and discovered
original documents dating back to the 1800s in
their possession. It was recommended that in
order to preserve these records for future
generations they should be deposited in the

Department of Archives,

The Deputy Director of Archives, Ms. Elaine Toote

and Assistant Director of Archives, Ms. Patrice M.
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Williams met with Mr. Tex Turnguest, Director of
Lands and Surveys on Friday, 29 August, 2003.
The meeting was to discuss complaints made by
researchers and tourists about the care and
security of recoerds in the custody of the

Department of Lands and Surveys.

The Records Centre received 32 boxes of records
from the Court of Appeal which was deposited on
28 October 2003 and 263 boxes of records from
the Ministry of Education for storage on 2
December, 2003, Qther government agencies that
deposited records during the year were the
Department of Public Service, The  Registrar
General's Department, Ministry of Financial
Services, Department of Lands and Surveys,

Ministry of Education and the Nassau Public Library.

m 100 Record storage boxes were issued

to the Court of Appeal.

B Documents recalled totaled 32 files.
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LECTURES, TALKS AND SEMINARS

During the year, staff members
gave a number of lectures and

talks.

Dr. Gail Saunders gave a speech
at the International Christian
Conference in Celebration of the
300th Birth Anniversary of John
Wesley at the Methodist
Conference at the Nassau Beach
Hotel on 9 lJanuary, 2003,

Dr. Saunders acted as a
commentator for the
Broadcasting Corporation of The

Bahamas on the occasion of the

State Funeral for the late Sir
Cerald Cash on 15 January, 2003,

Or. Saunders gave two lectures
‘The Slave Trade and its Effects’
and ‘Slave Resistance’ to first
vear law students at the College
of The Bahamas on 7 and 14

February, 2003 respectively.

Ms. Patrice Williams, Assistant
Director of Archives gave a
lecture on Aspects of Slavery for
their BGCSE projects to students
from San Salvador High School at

the Department of Archives on

REPAIR AND BINDERY

7 March, 2003,

Dr. Saunders, Director of Archives
gave a talk on the aspects of
Eleuthera's history to participants
of the 5th Annual Bahamas
Association of Social Science
Educators Conference in Tarpum

Bay, Eleuthera.

Dr. Saunders gave a talk to
students of DePaul University,
Chicago, lllinois on 2 December,
2003. The talk was entitled "The
Impact of the Loyalists and Their

Slaves,”

During the year, January to December, 2003 the

following was accomplished:

63 books were bound

252 documents were repaired

Major works were on:
ia) Wills
(k) Grant books (from Lands and Surveys)

i) Newspaper (Nassau Guardian and The Tribung).

Newspapers were sorted and sewn which was
time consuming. Archives publications were
pressed and trimmed. Boxes were made and

pictures mounted,

Training of the recruits for the Archival Cadet

Corp Prodramme begun in September.
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MICROFILMING, PHOTOGRAPHY,
DUPLICATION AND ORAL HISTORY

During the year, the Microfilming and Photography
Programme continued to function following the
death of Mr. Paul Butler in April 2003.

The following records were microfiimed and
processed:

The Tribune March - December 2003, 14 reels
158 Black and white prints and 150 colour prints

were produced.

During the vear, 202 reels of microfilmed records
from the Registrar General's Department
Collection were purchased from Lason a United
States based company. These included Births,
Marriages and Deaths 1799-1992 and GCeneral
Indexes 1892-1997,

Additionally, three (3) reels of Nassau Quarterly
Mission Papers 1886-1976 were purchased from

the Bodelian Library.

Training of the recruits for the Archival Cadet

Corp Programme Begun in September.
ORAL HISTORY

The following talks were recorded in 2003:

Interview with Dr. Jackson Burnside, 10 January,
2003,

Wr. Errington Watkins to the Bahamas Historical
Saciety on 30 January, 2003 "The Abaco

Independence Movement, 1972-1973."
Mr. Thomas Wardle Jr., to the Bahamas Historical

Society on 20 February, 2003

"Joint Heritage: The Loyalists in Canada and The

Bahamas."

Or. Rosalyn Howard to the Bahamas Historical
Society on 20 March, 2003 on 'Black Seminoles

of Andros.’

Hon. Frederick Mitchell Lecture on "What It Means
to be a Bahamian" - College of The Bahamas' Sir

Lynden Pindling Distinguished Lecture Series.

Sir Orville Turnguest to the Bahamas Historical
Society, 29 May, 2003 "The Life and Times and

Contribution of Sir Kendal |saacs.”

"The HMBS Flamingo Incident of 1981" by Andrew
Farrington on 25 September, 2003.

“Boat Building in The Bahamas 1800-2000: The
Unsung Herces” by Kendal Butler on 30 October,
2003.

"As Others See Us: Travel Writings About The
Bahamas From Columbus to Conde Naste” and *
A New Look at Old Books: The Nassau Public Library
in the Mid-nineteenth Century” by Ms. Anne
Murphy and Ms, Virginia Balance on 20 November,
2003.



EXHIBITIONS

In October 2003 the Department of Archives
mounted a special exhibition to Commemorate the
30th Anniversary of Independence. The exhibition
entitled “The Road to Independence” was opened
by Prime Minister, Perry Christie on & October 2003
at 4:00 p.m.

invocation, Dr. Gail Saunders, Director of Archives

Rev. Angela Palacious said the

gave welcome remarks, Minister Alfred Sears
prought remarks and Mr. Creswell Sturrup,
Permanent Secretary chaired the event. Mr. David
Wood, Archivist introduced the Minister of
Education and Mrs. Portia Ingraham, Senior
Executive Secretary, gave the Vote of Thanks. The

Police Pop Band played the National Anthem and

the Uriah McPhee School Choir entertained the
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guests with a melodious selection. Also in
attendance were Sir Orville and Lady Turnguest
{former Governor-General) and Lady Pindling, The
exhibition remained open until 11 November. During

that time many private schools visited the display.

In July 2003, Ms. Patrice M. Williams, Assistant
Director and Ms. Sherrine M. Thompson, Assistant
Archivist, traveled to Washing D.C. to mount "The
Peoples of The Bahamas" exhibition in the OAS
building. This display was mounted at the
invitation of H.E. Joshua Sears, Bahamian
Ambassador to the United States, The  exhibition
commemaorated the 30th Anniversary of Bahamian

Independence.

PUBLICATIONS

The Publications Unit produced 1,700 copies of

Archival booklets viz:

Aspects of Slavery |

1 500
————————————————— | 2 3 |
Aspects of Slavery ||
i % ! 500 |
_________________ [
Road to Independence
(brochure) ' 200
----------------- [ VO I
Peoples of The Bahamas Y400 o
_________________ OWE S

The Publication Unit printed the 2001 Annual
Report in April 2003,



WED PAGE

The up to date version of the Department’s
web page was launched in May 2003. The
Department’'s web site address is:

www.bahamasnationalarchives.bs.

Mew items on the web page include a

genealogical page which features excerpts from

the Department’s booklet Looking Back: A Cuide

to Genealogical Research and short biographies

of Bahamian Educators.

ACQUISITIONS

The final deposit of the C.V. Eneas Collection was
Prought to the Department of Archives on 1 July,
2003 by Ms. Patrice M. Williams, Assistant Director,
Mr. David E. Wood, Archivist and Ms. Sherrine

Thompson, Assistant Archivist.

The Department of Archives acquired three (3)
folders of photographs and negatives by Stanley
Toogood of the Queen's Visit in 1966, 1975 and

1977 from his son Michael Toogood,
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Deposit from the Massau Public Library Collection
continued in 2003, On September 3rd the Nassau
Public Library deposited, by deed of gift, the
Mary Moseley Archival Collection. This deposit
consisted of early newspapers such as The

Bahama Gazette, The Roval Gazette, The Bahamas

Argus, The Nassau Cuardian and the Bahama

Herald. Also included were books, photographs

and photostat copies of historical manuscripts.



ARCHIVAL APPRAISALS

In May 2003, Ms. Patrice M. Williams, Assistant
Director and Mrs. Sherriley Strachan, Archivist,
conducted a partial appraisal of records at the
Passport Office.

As noted Ms. Toote and Ms. Williams visited the
Reagistrar General's Department on 15 July, and
conducted an appraisal of records damaged by
sewer water. In addition a partial appraisal was
done on the records housed in the Birth and

Death Sections.

On 14 August 2003, Ms. Patrice M. Williams,
Assistant Director and Mrs. Sherriley Strachan,
Archivist, conducted an appraisal of records re:
Independence held at the Ministry of National

Security.

s, Toote, Deputy Director and Ms. Williams,
Assistant Director met with Mr. Lambert Campbell
on 3 December 2003 concerning an appraisal of
the records of the Immigration Department. Mr.

Campbell advised that their records were client
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files and as such needed to be kept with the
Department for ongoing use. He noted that dead
files were stored, at another building across the
street from the main location, He promised to
formally reguest assistance from the Department
re: sorting, listing and arranging those files. Ms.
Toote gave a brief talk on Records Management,
Principles and procedures to his reaistry

personnel.

The team of Ms. Toote and Ms. Williams appraised
a room full of records at the Public Service
Commission on 3 December 2003, As a result,
permission was granted to the Commission to
destroy some non-current application files in

accordance with the Public Records Office Act.

The other records which consist of reports,
recommendations and some records from the
former Ministry of Labour and Immigration were
processed and sent to the Records Centre at the

Department of Archives,

DIGITIZATION OF ARCHIVAL HOLDINGS

Mr. Wayde Watson, Ministry of Finance made a
proposal to the Department re: the digitization
of the archival records, He introduced Mr. Peter

Bridgewater of Open Systems as the vendor for

the project. Mr. Bridgewater is in the process of
conducting an analysis re: the cost of digitizing

the Department’s holdings.






























