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For some years, the Memory of the World Committee had been trying to persuade the Department of Archives to submit proposals of significant and unique documents for the Memory of the World list, either Regional or World listings. Earlier, we did try to recommend a private collection but the owner did not agree. After I was appointed to the Membership of the Regional Memory of the World Committee in about 2004/5, it became embarrassing as more and more pressure was put on us.

Finally, shortly before my retirement from the public Service and the Department of Archives, when I had been promoted from Director of Archives to the position of Director General of Heritage, I surrendered and prepared two nominations, Farquharson’s Journal and the Bahamas Slave Registers, the latter document part of a regional nomination along with Belize, Dominica, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Trinidad and Tobago.

Farquaharson’s Journal 1831-1832

Farquharson’s Journal, a handwritten diary by Charles Farquharson, planter and owner of Prospect Hill Plantation, which grew cotton, located on the east side of Watlings Island (now known as San Salvador) is a journal recording the day-to-day happenings on the plantation from January 1831 to 31 December 1832. Charles Farquharson’s manuscript is unique. It is the only plantation journal discovered on The Bahamas.

As most plantation owners were absentee landlords, this journal of plantation life from, the lived experience of an owner provides unique insights into the life and times of plantation life. Founded on an economically exploitive system for the benefit of the owners, plantations and enslavement served as the basis for modern-day Bahamian life. Enslavement brought to the Bahamas the forefathers of the majority of present day Bahamians.

In conjunction with archaeology and other records in the public archives, this diary provides an ‘invaluable insight into the daily life of Bahamian Out Island slave society on the eve of emancipation’.

Uniqueness

Farquharson’s Journal (1831-1832) written by Charles Farquharson, is the only known surviving journal of a Bahamian slave plantation. The manuscript is irreplaceable but fortunately, it was copied by Ormond J. McDonald, Assistant Resident Justice, Watlings Island, in 1903. The Deans Peggs Research Fund, Nassau, Bahamas had it published in 1957 as A Relic of Slavery. Farquharson’s Journal for 1831-1832. It is therefore available for persons to read and study, as the original is closed to the public.

Slave Registers

In April 1821 after a delay of five years, a Triennial Registration Act was passed by the House of Assembly and Council. All slave owners had to complete or have completed a Return form of slaves, which belonged to them or were under their charge. There are nine volumes of Bahamas Return of Slaves 1821 (1 volume), 1822 (2 volumes), 1825 (2 volumes), 1828 (1 volume), 1831 (1 volume), 1834 (2 volumes).

The returns give the name, usually the first name only, of the slave, the sex, age, colour, place of employment and whether African or Creole (born in The Bahamas) born. The Register for 1832 also gives the health of the slave.

Custody

The Registers were originally in the office of the Slave Registrar, of the Registrar of the Court and Registrar General’s Office in Nassau, capital of The Bahamas, located on New Providence Island. At some stage they were put in custody of the Librarian of the Nassau Public Library who had them bound in leather. Titles are in gold lettering. On 20th march, 1972, after the Archivist wrote to the registrar general, they were transferred to the Public Records Office, now known as The Bahamas Department of Archives.

I should like to congratulate the Director of Archives, Ms. Elaine Toote and her staff for recognizing the significance of this honour and for erecting this plaque as memorial to this achievement.

